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Mass Picketing and Strike-Breaking 


That “mass picketing” is illegal under the Taft-Hartley 
Act was the conclusion reached last month in two deci- 
sions—one by a trial examiner in Chicago, and the other 
by the National Labor Relations Board itself in a case 
arising on the Pacific Coast. A precise definition of mass 
picketing is difficult but Trial Examiner Rogosin, in the 
Chicago case, said that its “necessary effect” in that case 
was to prevent entrance to a plant “by sheer force of 
numbers.” Both the examiner and the Board held such 
action to constitute illegal coercion of employes and there- 
fore an unfair labor practice. 

These decisions emphasize the new controls over union 
activities embodied in the Taft-Hartley law. They in- 
dicate also how the act has tended to bring the jurisdic- 
tion of the National Labor Relations Board closer to 
that of local police courts. This is indicated especially 
in the report of the trial examiner who stated that Chi- 
cago police had arrested 182 participants in the picketing 
which he had found also to be illegal under the federal 
law. That the latter may take precedence over local po- 
lice regulations is suggested by his statement that “em- 
ployes willing to cross a picket line are not required to 
await a fortuitous breach in the line . . . nor are they re- 
quired to enlist the aid of police in order gain ingress to 
or egress from the plant.” 

The Board decision, which dealt with a strike by the 
C.1.0. Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union in 
California covered other matters besides picketing and 
constitutes an important statement of Board policy. The 
most significant additional ruling was one holding both 
the local union and the international guilty of violation 
of the act. On this point the Board, otherwise unanimous, 
split 3 to 2. The majority based its decision on its inter- 
pretation of the rule of agency and stated that “a princi- 
pal, such as a labor union, may be responsible for the act 
of his agent within the scope of the agent’s general au- 
thority, even though the principal may have specifically 
forbidden the act in question,” thus holding closely to a 
provision of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

In another Board decision handed down last month 
strikers were denied the right to vote in a representation 
election on the ground that their positions had been filled 
by permanent employes. Section 9(c)(3) of the Taft- 
Hartley Act which deals with elections provides, among 
other things, that “employes on strike who are not enti- 
tled to reinstatement shall not be eligible to vote.” Ex- 
actly who are “not entitled to reinstatement” is not spelled 
out in the Act. The Board evidently assumes, however, 
that where new employes have been offered and have ac- 


cepted regular full-time employment in the jobs vacated 
by the strikers, the latter are not entitled to reinstatement. 
In the case referred to above the Board for the first time 
ruled on whether a group of economic strikers* had been 
“replaced permanently in fact.” It held that they had 
been so replaced since there was no evidence that any of 
the strikers had made an “unconditional application” for 
reinstatement, and since the company had notified them 
that they would be replaced if they did not return to 
work. Moreover, the new employes who were recruited 
from the same locality had previously done the same or 
similar work, and they testified in the hearing that they 
were offered and had accepted “permanent employment.” 
These facts seemed to the Board conclusive, but the diffi- 
culties attendant upon such decisions were stressed when 
reference was made to the fact that company officials had 
told the new employes that the jobs were permanent. “Of 
course,” the Board remarked, “unilateral utterance of the 
word ‘permanent’ is not in itself determinative; the ac- 
tual facts in every case must be carefully weighed.” 

This decision has been vigorously attacked by organ- 
ized labor. The C./.0. News commented editorially as 
follows: 

“You and your buddies hit the bricks as a last resort 
and keep pounding them for some time. The boss brings 
in strikebreakers, puts them to work. Soon he calls for 
and obtains an election, but you can’t vote. The strike- 
breakers can. 

“Guys who break strikes don’t vote in favor of unions. 
So you and your buddies are out on your ears.” 

The Machinists Union, to which the strikers belonged, 
contended that the decision would “sanction a readily con- 
trived device for breaking strikes” and would tend to 
nullify a provision of the law which affirms the right to 
strike. The Board answered this contention by denying 
that the interpretation given to the law interfered with the 
right to strike, though it might “discourage its exercise in 
some situations.” Moreover the objections raised by the 
union should be “directed to the Congress and not to this 
Board. . . . It is our duty to administer the law as written, 
not to pass on the wisdom of its provisions.” 


Official Reports on Membership of Religious 
Bodies in the United States 


The official statisticians of the religious bodies reported 
a total of 77,386,188 members in continental United States 
for the latest compilation made by the Christian Herald, 


* Strikers for economic advantage as differentiated from strikers 
against unfair labor practices. 
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TABLE | 
PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIPS ABOVE 50,000 


Methodist 

Southern Baptist 
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc 
National Baptist Convention of America 


Protestant Episcopal 
United Lutheran Church in America 
Disciples of Christ 
Northern Baptist Convention 
Ivan. Lutheran Synod of Ohio and Other States 
Congregational Christian 


African Methodist Episcopal 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Evangelical and Reformed 


Churches of Christ 
American Lutheran 
Presbyterian, U. S 
African M, E. Zion 


Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church of God in Christ 
Evan. Luth. Joint Int. Synod of Wisc. and Other States 
National Association Free Will Baptists 
American Baptist Association 
Assemblies of God 
Seventh Day Adventists 
Salvation Army 
Church of the Nazarene 


Church of the Brethren 
Reformed in America. . 
Christian Reformed 
Reorgan. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Religious Societies of Friends 


Federated 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
United American Free Will Baptists 
Nat'l Bapt. Evan. Life and Soul Sav. Assembly of USA 
Gen. Assoc. of Regular Baptist Church, North 


American Unitarian Association 
Independent Fund. Churches of America 
International Church of the Four-Square Gospel 
Mennonite 
Lutheran Free Church 
Church of Christ, Scientist 


NOTES: (a) A correction of a figure previously published. 
(b) Includes all Societies of Friends. 


Church of Jess Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America ................cceevecsceees 
Evan. Lutheran Augustana Synod of N. A.............00ccncesesseeees 


Total (96.5% of Protestant bodies) 


MEMBERS 
1947 


8,567,772 
6,270,819 
4.122.315 
2,580,921 
2.234.798 
2,160,207 
1,778,943 
1,703,010 
1,541,991 
1,469,213 
1.157.764 

916,789 
868,735 
712,616 
708,382 
686,739 
682.172 
646,700 
613,701 
520,175 
408,565 
381,000 
300,000 
288,355 
255,127 
245,861 
243,515 
215,545 
209,341 
209,277 
202,605 
184,584 
178,318 
135.788 
127,381 

(b) 112,541 

92,604 
90,666 
88,411 
76,276 
75,000 
70,843 
70,000 
69,157 
69,104 
65,000 
56,197 
53,338 
53,325 


(c) 
44,571,486 


MEMBERS 
1946 


8,430,146 
6,079,305 
4,122,315 
2,575,621 
2,174,530 


(a) 2,118,980 


1,748,183 
1,889,066 
1,592,349 
1,422,513 
1,140,824 
911,279 
$868,735 
705,102 
695,029 
661,355 
1309,551 
601,839 
596,037 
2 489,244 
396,999 
381,000 
300,000 
5259,097 
221,317 
1115,022 
241,782 
208,030 
205,881 
201,487 
198,815 
182,497 
176,244 
134,608 
116,888 
113,465 
95,325 
77,926 
188,411 
75,427 
575,000 
70,843 
122345 
169,157 
(d) 66,027 
65,000 
521,728 
52,596 
+48,306 
(c) 


43,413,226 


(c) In the above figures the membership of the Church of Christ, Scientist, is not included; the impossibility of getting anything near 


1As of 1936 2 As of 1940 3 As of 1942 +As of 1943 5 As of 1944 


- te figure is due to a prohibition in this church’s manual forbidding “the numbering of people and the reporting of such statistics 
or publication.” 


(d) The figure submitted to us last year (74,789) was in error. It should have been as it appears here: 66,027. 


51. 
52. 
54. 
55. 
62. 
13. . 63. 
14. . 64. 
15. 65. 
16. 66. 
17. 67. 
18. 68. 
19. 69. 
20. 70, 
ZA. 71. 
22. 72. 
23. 73. 
24. 74. 
25. 
26. ; 76. 
2/, 77. 
28. 78. 
29. 79. 
30. : 80. 
31. 81. 
38. ‘ 88. 
— 04. 
47, 97. 

48. 
49, 98. 
Tot: 

| 

7 


Saturday, November 20, 1948 
TABLE Ii 
PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIP 10,000 TO 50,000 MEMBERS MEMBERS 
1947 1946 
51. Evan. Mission Covenant Church of America................ccccccceecce 49,003 49,003 
54. Gen’l Conf. of the Mennonite Church of N. .\, 

(Union with Central Conf. of 45,200 40,000 
57. Nat’l David Spiritual Temple of Christ Church Union (inc.) USA........ 40,362 40,287 
62. Pentecostal Church of God in America. ............ccccccccccccccccecs 37,048 37,048 
66. Churches of God in N.A. (Gen. 31,817 33,563 
67. Wesleyan Methodist Church of America. 30,662 30,157 
68. Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church. ...........ccccccccccceuscces 30,000 30,000 
69. Finnish Evan. Luth. Church (Suomi 29,153 29,875 
76. Assoc. Reformed Presbyterian Church (General Synod)................. 24,651 24,290 
80. Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church of America..................00.00 19,588 19,428 
82. Armenian Orthodox Church Inc. in America................ccccceceeces 18,787 18,787 
SS. Church of the United Brothiven tm 18,544 15,401 
Mennonite Brethren Charch of N.A. 18,410 18,000 
87. Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ..................... 15,500 30,000 
89. Finnish Apostles Lutheran Church of 14.511 14,511 
90. Lutheran Synodical Conference (Negro Missions)...............2.0000: 14,428 11,521 
91. Old Mennonite Lancaster Conference... .. 13,477 252 
93. Ind. Fundamental Churches of 12,337 12,337 
%. Methodist Charl... 10,693 10,981 
97. Evangelical Free Church Association (formerly Norwegian & Danish 

| Evangelical Free Association of N. A.)......c.cssecccesseccecceecces 10,033 10,033 

98. Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Church. .........ccscccccccccccccceses 10,000 4,000 

Total, Protestant bodies 10,000 and 1,257.724 1,242,022 

Total, Protestant bodies (above 50,000), carried forward...................0.. 44,571,486 43,413,226 

Total 125 Protestant bodies not tabulated here.................0..20000, 320,466 
51,692 


Grand Total of all Religious Bodies in the U.S.A.............. 77 ,386,188 
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New York, published in that periodical of August, 1948. 
The figures were mainly for the calendar year 1947 or for 
a fiscal year ending in 1947, 

The total membership of 77,386,188 persons is the 
highest ever reported. It is equal to about 53 per cent 
of the estimated total population of continental United 
States, also the highest percentage ever reported. 

Most of the larger religious bodies now make annual 
reports. Certain of those that do not can only quote the 
statistics appearing in the Census of Religious Bodies, 
1936. That Census, as has been stated many times in 
this SERVICE, was incomplete. 

The compilation as published in the Christian Herald 
is given in full in three tables appearing on pages 2, 3 
and 4. 

The Church of Christ, Scientist, did not make public 
any figures. It is stated in the Christian Herald that the 
manual of that body forbids “the numbering of people and 
the reporting of such statistics for publication.” 

The proportion of church members in the population 
has been steadily increasing for many years. However, 
it is not known what proportion of church members at- 
tend church services, or contribute, or are active in other 
ways. During World War II, there was extensive shift- 
ing of the population, and it is common knowledge that 
many persons now reside in other communities than those 
in which the churches that claim them as members are 
located. 

The definition of church membership in this compila- 
tion, as in all others, is that of the denomination reporting. 
There are three definitions of membership: 

1. There are bodies that report all persons in the cul- 
tural or nationality group served. Examples are the Jew- 
ish congregations and the Eastern Orthodox churches. 


2. There are bodies that claim all baptized persons as 
members. Examples are the Roman Catholic Church and 
the Old Catholic churches. 


3. There are bodies that report as members those per- 
sons who come into full membership around age 13. This 
is the general practice of the Protestant churches. 

The latest compilation gives no information concern- 
ing the number of members 13 years of age and over, 
called the “adult members.” It also contains no figures 
on the number of local churches. In previous compila- 
tions, only about half the bodies were able to give either 
a specific figure or an estimate of their “adult member- 
ship.” 

The 1948 compilation divides the churches reporting 
into Protestant and non-Protestant. It was found that 
slightly more than 60 per cent of the church members of 
the nation were Protestants. A reference to the Census 
of Religious Bodies for the year 1906 reveals that slightly 
more than 60 per cent of the membership of the religious 
bodies then reporting was also classified as Protestant. 

A comparison of the reports for 1947 with the figures 
in the 1926 Census of Religious Bodies, the latest ade- 
quate government report, reveals that in this 21-year pe- 
riod total church membership increased about 40 per cent. 
The estimated population of continental United States in- 
creased about 24 per cent in the same interval. 


Interracial Marriage —The Catholic Position 


The Roman Catholic magazine America for October 
16 commented editorially on the action of the California 
Supreme Court on October 1 declaring invalid the law 
in that state prohibiting interracial marriages. The edi- 


TABLE Ill 
MEMBERSHIP NON-PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES IN U. 5, 
1947 1946 
Jewish Congregations 4,641,000 14,641,000 
Rtssian Orthodox 8 300,000 
Polish National Catholic..........s0066+ 250,000 5 250,000 
Int. General Assembly of Spiritualists. . 150,000 100,000 
Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church...... 75,000 11,500 
Buddhists:<Of AMELCas osc 70,000 2 70,000 

N. A. Old Roman Catholic Church..... 47,500 ~ 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America 39,500 39,500 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox........... 300 20,300 

National Spiritual Church Association, 
Progressive Spiritual Church.......... 11,347 11,347 


torial is interesting and instructive. The two parties who 
had appealed to the Court were Catholics. 

As to Catholic doctrine: “Canon 1038, par. 2 expresses 
the settled teaching of the Church when it declares that, 
where baptized persons are concerned, the Church alone 
has the right to establish impediments to marriage. This 
doctrine was clearly and cogently expounded by Father 
Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., in the December, 1938, 
Ecclesiastical Review. Father Connell was dealing with 
laws forbidding marriage because of social diseases. He 
concludes that while ‘Catholics must in prudence conform 
to such statutes,’ both priests and laity should realize 
that ‘such laws are an infringement of the Church's au- 
thority and an unwarranted restriction of the natural right 
to marry.’ Clearly, laws against interracial marriage are 
no less an infringement of the Church’s exclusive right 
to declare impediments to the marriage of the baptized. 
And the Church has no legislation forbidding the mar- 
riage of persons of different races.” 

A second aspect of the matter presents itself, however 
—that of “prudence,” an important category in Catholic 
ethics. An interracial marriage “in our country and in 
our time” may involve “great personal problems and diffi- 
culties’—a burden which few people are able to accept. 
“Toward them the attitude of Catholics will be dictated 
by respect for the person redeemed by Christ and the sac- 
rament instituted by Him.” 


Catholic - Protestant Relations 


The problem of relations between Catholics and Prot- 
estants is discussed in Roman Catholicism and Protestait- 
ism, a report by the Presbyterian U. S. Committee on 
Christian Relations to the 1948 General Assembly. It 
presents some of the reasons for “growing tensions” be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants in Catholic doctrine and 
basic social attitudes, with particular emphasis on the 
separation of church and state. The recommendations of 
the Committee to meet this situation stress better educa- 
tion of Protestants, the development of a broader Prot- 
estant strategy, greater cooperation among Protestants, 
cooperation with Catholics for common goals, recognition 
of “the piety, the devotion and the Christian character of 
individual Roman Catholics,” and rallying to “the defense 
of American principles, with which Protestant principles 
are consistent, whenever they are threatened.” 

The pamphlet may be secured from the Committee on 
Christian Relations, Box 5094, Richmond 20, Va. 


Printed in U.S.A. 0333 
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